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Commander 
Jim Nelson 

presents 
“Friend of the 

Legion Award” 
               to
Nikki Sterling.

Commander
Jim Nelson
presents
Bill Sterling 
   with
“Legionaire of 
the Year Award”.

Commander 
Jim Nelson 
presents 
Macy Malin
with the 
Terry Eggen 
Memorial
scholarship 
check.

Macy Malin - 
2009 Terry Eggen 
Memorial Scholarship 
Award Winner.
Macy is the Granddaughter 
of Jerry and Alice Malin.  
She is a 2009 Graduate 
of Holmen High School 
and will be attending 
UW-Milwaukee this fall.

Americanism – written by Macy Malin
It is amazing how the term Americanism can mean so many things to so many different people. If you are asking 
a child, a teenager, my grandparents, a Veteran, or a person living in a different country, you will get completely 
different answers. I believe though in the end, it resolves to one conclusion and that is freedom. Americanism to 
me is having the freedom to make choices of how I’m going to live my life. But with that comes the responsibility 
for the choices that I make, I choose to be honest, giving, and respectful of others and my country and wish to 
represent what the United States stands for.
Through educational opportunities I have learned about Americans who have suffered and given their life to let 
me fulfill my dreams. The freedom I enjoy did not come easily and the rights I have as a US Citizen were fought 
for in the past and are stilt being fought for today. No one should take our American freedom for granted.
As a child we do not realize our freedom; as a teenager we are beginning to understand what defines American-
ism. As an adult we have learned to respect our freedom and honor those who have fought to keep America safe. 
Veterans know what it takes to keep this country free and are proud to know they are responsible for the freedom 
the rest of this country enjoys each day. I am proud of my grandfather and his service to our country and in writ-
ing this I realize that I need to let him know just how proud and thankful I ant of him.
I am so proud to be an American. I have chosen to live my life representing the American way. I have the utmost 
respect towards our country and how America helps other countries in need. In countries where so many people 
have lost their freedom, America is there to help. 1 have been in other countries and have seen the poverty, the 
living conditions, and have spoken with people who have never been to America but have only heard about it. It 
is amazing what their perceptions are and how anxious they are to come to America. Our country is respected 
around the world for the quality of life and the freedom we are allowed. It is my goal to keep that respect.
“Life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness” the quote by Thomas Jefferson, coats the American dream. I feel 
responsible to keep this dream alive in the future. I am responsible for the future but also to never forget the past. 
I need to teach my children to make wise choices in their life to carry on Americanism; they need to know why 
the American flag stands proud outside the Legion post, the school, post office or any other government building! 
They need to know that Americanism is not just another word with “ism” attached to it.

Onalaska Legion Banquet Night Awards

American Legion 
Americanism Award
From Luther High School 

Samuel Brown and
Rachel Urbanek

From Onalaska High School 
Natalie Jorde and Ian Adcock

Badger Boys Award
From Luther High School

 Ryan Zibrowski and
Matthew Raabe

From Onalaska High School 
Dan Roth and Ryan Vogler

Congratulations
to all of you! 
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Legionnaires, Auxiliary, S.A.L., and Friends
GREETINGS TO ALL FROM THE COMMANDER:
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May is out, June is in.  Did you enjoy the weather in May, I thought it was great.  
I want to thank all of you that made the effort to attend Memorial Day activities.  If you 

weren’t able to make them in Onalaska, I hope you had an opportunity to attend wherever 
you were.  It is a day that we stop and remember those that paid the supreme sacrifice for 
their country.  I noted that the sign in front of the schools stated “no school” for the 25th.  
Obviously it is just another holiday or day off.  It is my hope that our schools tell our children 
about Memorial Day and what it means to us all.  Note to self, check with schools to see if 
Memorial Day is discussed.

Elections were held at our monthly meeting in May.  All of the current officers were 
reelected.  One new member was elected to the Building Committee and that was Don Johnson.  Welcome aboard Don.  
One space is vacant on the House Committee that I will fill by appointment.  Bob Frechette resigned his position with 
the House Committee, and we thank Bob for his service on the House Committee.  I want to thank those present at 
our meeting for their support for the election of a great group of Legionnaires.  They do a great job and work very hard 
for the Post.  Dave Loomis, our Adjutant, is a very busy guy and has indicated he will be unable to continue.  If you are 
interested in the job or know of anyone who is, give me a call.

The 91st Annual Convention, Department of Wisconsin American Legion will be coming up 22-26 July at the 
Wyndham Milwaukee Airport Hotel and Convention Center.  Contact me if you would like to be a delegate.  

Chicken & Dumplings & Fish Fry’s are done for the summer.  An opportunity to give our volunteers a well deserved 
break.  We will begin again in September.  Thank you to all who supported these programs and thanks to the volunteers 
who made it all possible.

Don’t forget to stop out and enjoy some great baseball this summer.  Elsewhere in this newsletter you will find a 
baseball schedule.  Bring your lawn chair.  There are plenty of shade trees.  Enjoy the concessions served out of the 
Activity Center.  Come on out and support Legion Baseball.  If you are interested in volunteering to assist the baseball 
program, contact Terry Schaefer at 783-3996.  They can always use the help.

We have added six (6) more Memorial Trees at the Post.  We will be placing a ring, bark & name plates around each of 
the trees.  This will apply to all Memorial Trees on the property.  If you are interested in helping with this project, let me 
know.  I have had one person step forward already.  We would like to get this project done before July 4th. 
Unfortunately I will not be able to be at our June Legion meeting.  This will also be the swearing in of the elected & 
reelected officers.  Bride and I will be going on a trip to Europe in June.  Trip will coincide with the 65th Anniversary of D Day.  We will also follow 
the path of the Allied Forces through France, Belgium & into Germany.  I am not a veteran of WWII, but it will undoubtedly be a memorable trip.  Ralph 
Amundsen will be filling in for me while I’m gone.

Freedom Honor Flight.  The June flight has been filled and the fall flight 
is almost filled.  Those that have their applications in, be patient.  Hundreds 
of applications have been received & each flight will only take about 60+ 
vets, as guardians, medical & news personnel are also on board.  If you 
haven’t submitted your application yet, please do so as soon as possible.  It 
is first come, first served.  It is planned to have two (2) flights each year, 
one in spring, one in fall.  Mailing address; Freedom Honor Flight, Inc, 
PO Box 505, LaCrosse, WI 54602-0505.  Telephone; 608-784-1015.  
Web site; www.freedomhonorflight.org or info@freedomhonorflight.org.  
We purchased a trailer for use by the Post.  I would like to thank Dave 
Standiford for building the racks for the trailer.  Thanks Dave, great job. It has 
been an honor and a privilege as Commander for the past few years to have 
been involved in some very excellent and worthwhile events.  One I would 
like to share with you was at our May Legion meeting.  The granddaughter of 
Jerry & Alice Malin, Macy Malin was the recipient of the 2009 Terry Eggen 
Scholarship awarded by Post 336.  Mary wrote a paper on Americanism, 
which she read to the membership.  It was excellent, very moving, is printed 
elsewhere in this newsletter & will be posted on the Post bulletin board.  

Remember to fly the Flag.  God Bless our troops, their families and our 
veterans.  God Bless America.

                                                      Jim Nelson, Commander 

ONALASKAVETERANSMEMORIAL

Great Gift/Remembrance

Give A “Brick”
for a loved on or friend who has

served his or her country

  Applications
  Available at the
  Onalaska Legion

Retired and Active Railroad Employees:
Protect your (NARVRE)

Railroad Retirement and your Jobs!
Call: Sharon Olson

at 781-4859.
Meetings are every

2nd Tuesday at 9:30 am
at the Onalaska American Legion.

No meetings in April or October due to bus trip.
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Everybody’s Flavor Favorite
“Official Snacks of the Onalaska Legion”

LEGION POLO SHIRTS
We will order Polo Shirts for Post 336 Legion
members upon request...Great Birthday gift.
Shirts are cotton blend, short sleeves with 
embroidered AL Logo/City/Post#.

	 SIZE	 COST                         
	 SM...XL	 $16.50
	 XXL...TALL	 $22.50
                         + 5.5% Tax  

COLORS: Black, Bergundy, 
Gray, Dk Green, Lime, 
Navy, Orange, Red, Royal, 
Stone, White.

To Order:  Call Claude Deck @781-4948 or send 
note to 2244 Evenson Dr., Onalaska, WI 54650.  Or, 
put a note in my in-box at the Post.  Order will be 
sent to vendor when we have 10 or more requests.  
Make checks payable to Legion Post 336.   Pre-paid 
orders only.
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Service Officers Report
~ Sick Call ~

Robert Dettenger  ~  Keith Briggs
~ Last Bugle ~

Edward E. Partney  ~  Ernest C. Gilbertson

Vern Reekers, Service Officer

Legion Baseball Collecting Cans
The Baseball Committee of our Legion Post 336 
has a site in the parking lot to collect aluminum 

cans to raise money for our Legion Baseball.
All are encouraged to donate their aluminum cans 

to this most worthy cause! JUNE 2009

The following Officers were elected
at the May Meeting, for 2009-2010

Commander - Jim Nelson
1st Vice - Ralph Amundsen  

2nd Vice - Rich Hoeth  
3rd Vice - Clarence Stellner  
Sgt/Arms - Willie Fernholz  

Finance Officer - Mike Fries
Chaplain - Claude Deck

Service Officer - Vern Reekers  
Historian - Bill Jaekel  

House Committee:
Mike Fries and George Walinski 

Building Committee - Don Johnson

SUNNY OPEN
GOLF TOURNAMENT

to benefit

ONALASKA AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL
Sunday, June 14       9:00am-2:00pm

Coulee Golf Bowl
Four Person scramble

Silent Auction    Raffle    Games    Prizes
Get your foursome together today!

openings for 30 foursomes (120 golfers)
Just $20.00 per golfer/$80.00 per foursome

(Please register as a foursome)

To participate, sign up at THe coulee GolF boWl, or call to sign up at 781-1111.
PaYmenT reQuIreD PrIor To GolFInG on June 14

What’s Your Current ID Number?
Somewhere in this newsletter is a member’s membership number.

If it’s your number you win $10.00 - easy way to get $10.00.
If it’s your number call: Ralph Amundsen: 783-7599



Auxiliary - June 2009
As the old saying goes, “My, how time flies when you are having fun.”.  This 

will be my last newsletter as your Unit President.  So, at this time I would like to 
thank all of my officers who stood by me these past two years.  THANKS AND 
THANKS AGAIN!!!!!!.  At the same time I wish all of the new officers the best in 
the coming years.

The last meeting that I will conduct in June is a very important one.  Not only is 
there elections of officers, we will also be voting for delegates for State Convention.  
So, if you want to run for a office or go to the State Convention, please attend the June meeting.

I have been asked to be responsible for signing volunteers up for different Community Days activities.  
I should  have sign-up sheets in a book at the Legion bar by June 1st.  I’m sure all of you can understand 
how much work and effort goes into putting on a event such as Community Days, so I ask each and 
everyone of you to consider volunteering some of your time to this Legion/Community festival.  So, 
please ask for and check the sign up sheets and volunteer to put 3 or 4 hours working one of the many 
activities that need help.  The festival runs for three days, Friday night, Saturday and concludes on 
Sunday.  I’m sure if you look at the sign up sheets for those three days you will  be able to slip 3-4 hours 
into your schedule to help out our Legion Post.

June 13th is the Legion Mortgage Burn!!!!!! All members and guests are invited at 2 PM for the event.  
Ladies…. The Legion could use some bars, cakes or cookies for the event.  They can be dropped off at the 
Legion on that date.

A final quote, “Well, the years will never take away our chance to start anew, it’s only the beginning 
now so dreams can still come true.”.

God Bless all of our members and troops…. God Bless America !!!!!!
ELAINE SCHICKOWSKI,  President

Happy Father’s Day to all of our Dad’s !!!!!

Auxiliary:
President:

Elaine Schickowski 
 781-9883
1st Vice:

Sue Kelley - 769-3628
2nd Vice:

Rhonda Hoeth
Treasurer:

Colleen Kujak
Historian:

LaVonne Rivers
Sgt. at Arms:

Annette Kujak &
Jan Stanienda

Chaplain:
Eunice Christensen
Members at Large:

Wilma Dettinger &
Judy Nimmo

Secretary:
Sonja Kerr

Parliamentarian:
Delores Kenyon

Sunshine Chairwoman:
Liz Reekers

Coulee Trophy
114 2nd Avenue North
Onalaska, WI 54650

ONE DAY DELIVERY
ON ENGRAVING

SERVICE

AWARDS • TROPHIES • PLAQUES

Scott Guenther
Owner
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US Army Veterans Medals Program.  The US Army Clothing & Heraldry 
Product Support Integration Directorate (PSID), Veterans Medals Unit, located in Philadelphia, 
PA will provide medals, decorations & awards to Army Veterans and their next-of-kin in a 
responsive, timely & compassionate manner in recognition of their service to the nation.  A 
brochure is available that outlines the service that they provide and the procedures for Veterans 
and/or their next of kin to apply for their medals, decorations and awards.  If you have any 
questions or wish to receive a brochure contact Denise Marsico, Denise.Marsico@us.army.mil, or 
215-737-3108.  A copy of the brochure is located on the bulletin board at the Post.

LEGISLATOR CONTACT INFORMATION
Senator Dan Kapanke Email: Sen.Kapanke@legis.wisconsin.gov
Mailing address: P.O. Box 7882, Madison, WI 53707-7882 
Ph: (608) 266-5490
Rep. Jennifer Shilling Email: Rep.Shilling@legis.wisconsin.gov
Mailing address: P.O. Box 8953, Madison, WI 53707-7882
Ph: (608) 266-5780
Rep. Michael Huebsch Email: Rep.Huebsch@legis.wisconsin.gov
Mailing address: P.O. Box 8952, Madison, WI 53708-8952 
Ph: (608) 266-0631 

American Legion Membership
This is the last call for the renewals for the 2009 membership year.  Please drop off your 

renewal or put it in the mail today, please.  We are trying to close the books on the 2009 
membership year renewals.

A big “Thank You” to all who have assisted in the membership scene for 2009.  We have 
quite a number who have participated and we again “Thank You”!

Please welcome and say “Hello” to all new and transferred in members, who include 
Pamela Christenson, Vaughn Shaw, and William Sheets.  Post 336 says “Thank You” for 
your membership and your service.  Hope to see you at the Club. 

Ralph Amundsen, 1st Vice Commander



Sloopy’s Alma Mater begins year 29 at
163 Copeland Ave., La Crosse, WI and year 40 since 1969.

Come and enjoy! – Open 7am Mon.-Sat.; Sunday 8am
Breakfast, Lunch, and much more.
Big 10 Burgers - Homemade Pizza
Broasted Chicken - Soups - Chili

A Legion Member for 36 years.

 Food - Fun - Friends
 Veterans and the Public Welcome

 New & Transfer Members Invited

 Food Events & Entertainment on Selected Evenings

 Home of the “Legion Community Days” August 25-27

 Bar opens 11 a.m. daily

 Lunch served 11 a.m.-1 p.m. • Tues., Wed., Thurs.

 Facilities & Catering for Weddings, 
 Anniversaries, Special Events, Etc.

 Onalaska American
 Legion

 783-3300
 731  S and  L ake  R oad,  O nalaska,  W i

Lunch served 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. • Monday thru Friday

Specialty Meats 
& Foods

Wine Tasting: Wed. & Fri., 6-8

412 Main Street 
Holmen, WI 54636

(608) 526-3112
www.holmenmeatmarket.com

DAVE
PLANTZ

Residential

& Commercial

FROM THE EDITOR
Did you know you could read the 
Onalaska Legion Post 336 Newsletter 
online at:  www.onalaskapost336.org  ?
By opting out of receiving the print edition of the newsletter, 
you can save the Post money and get the information sooner!  
The online edition of the Legion Newsletter is usually available 
2-3 days before the newsletter hits your mailbox.  Provide us 
with your e-mail address and we will notify you each month 
when the latest edition is available on our site.

	 I no longer wish to receive the Print edition of 
	 the Legion Newsletter.

Name:_ __________________________________

Member ID:_______________________________

E-mail Address:____________________________
Please Note:  If there is an Auxiliary or SAL member 
in your household, they must also opt out of the print 
version or it will continue to be mailed to your home.  
Return this filled out form to Onalaska American Legion 
Post 336, 731 Sand Lake Road, Onalaska WI 54650 or 
email the information to Bill Jaekel, wrjkl@charter.net . 

Onalaska American Legion
783-3300

WWW.ONALASKAPOST 336.0RG
731 Sand Lake Road, Onalaska, WI
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FAMILY TREASURES
ESTATE SALES

WE CONDUCT SALES YEAR ROUND!
• COMPLETE ESTATE SALES
• DOWN SIZING SALES
• MOVING SALES

CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
608-781-8211 - LINDA SOBKOWIAK

608-783-6073 - BARB DALTON JU
N

E 
20

09

JUNE 2009



Buy one, get one free with this ad.
Limit one per customer

(19 year member of the Onalaska Legion)

2104 George Street
La Crosse, WI 54603

783-9847
Owners

Mike & Debbie Dwyer

   

S.A.L.:
Commander: Keith Brierly
1st Vice: Ron Henderson
2nd Vice: Michael Hunt

Finance Officer: Ken Drury
Chaplain: Joe Erickson

Sgt. at Arms:
Todd “Doc” Hagel

Historian: Matt Erickson
S.A.L. Advisor:

Clarence Stellner

SAM’S BAR
2116 George St.
La Crosse, WI

(608) 781-2060
Top of the Golden Strip

“We are in the business of
helping Our Customers
Express Themselves”
310 Sand Lake Road
Onalaska - 783-2140
205 S. Holmen Drive
Holmen - 526-1168
Same Day Delivery

Trempealeau • Galesville
Arcadia • Holmen

Bangor • West Salem
Onalaska • La Crosse

Flowersbyguenthers.com
Toll Free: 800-788-6434

The Food Basket is serving an
increasing number of people and 
requests donations of food and money.

Donated items can be brought to:
735 Sand Lake Rd. – Mon.-Sat., 9-11am

Checks may be sent to:
Onalaska-Holmen Food Basket

         P.O. Box 311, Onalaska, WI 54650

Accounting    Tax    Bookkeeping Service
Individuals    Partnerships    Corporations

NEALE A. HORMAN & ASSOCIATES
Neale A. Horman A.B.A.

	 1024 Main St., Onalaska, WI 	 Phone: 	(608) 783-0440
		  Fax: 	 (608) 783-0472
	 16741 S. Main, Galesville, WI 	 Phone: 	(608) 582-2620

RENEWALS - NEWSLETTER ADS 
... We will be communicating with the current 
newsletter advertisers to determine if they wish to 
continue to advertise with us.  Ads are available on a 
one-year basis, Jan. thru Dec. 2009.  Sizes available 
are a 2"x2" @ $50./year and a 2"x3.75" @ $80./year.  
The larger ad is horizontal.  All payments must be 
made for the full year, payable in advance.  New ad 
space will open up if there are some non-renewals.  
The space will be made available on a first-come 
first-served basis for new advertisers.  Questions, 
comments and ad purchase should be directed to 
Bill Jaekel at 608-783-3623 between the hours of 
9am and 5pm.  If needed, leave a message.  My 
email is  wrjkl@charter.net .  All phone calls and 
emails will be returned.  Thank You, Bill Jaekel, 
Newsletter Editor.

LAKEVIEW RESTAURANT & LOUNGE
N4135 Hwy. 35 North • Onalaska, WI 54650 • 608-781-0150

“Homemade Cooking” our Specialty
~ Restaurant Hours ~

7 days/wk - 5:30am-2:00pm  Evenings - Tues.-Fri.-Sat. @ 5:00pm
~ Lounge Hours ~

7 days/5 nights, Closed Sun. & Mon. nights
with “FREE” WINGS on Wednesday @ 2:00pm

Wheel Chair Access - Easy Bus Turnaround & Parking

Breakfast Everyday till 2:00pm with a Beautiful View of Lake Onalaska
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S.A.L.
I would like to thank everyone that has supported our functions throughout the year.  

Because of your support we have been able to donate too many worthwhile causes.  We 
have donated to the YMCA for the special education kids.  We have also donated $1500 
to the Camp American Legion.  We could not have done this without your support.

We have one more function and that will be the Fathers Day Breakfast.  Please try and 
attend.

We had our election of officers at the May meeting and I am still the Commander of the 
SAL, Ron Henderson is 1st Vice and Todd “Doc” Hagel is 2nd Vice.  The other officers will 
not be elected until the next election in May of 2010.

Hope everyone has a good summer and see you in the fall.
Keith Brierly

S.A.L. Commander



ONALASKA AMERICAN LEGION • POST 336 • 731 SAND LAKE ROAD • PHONE (608) 783-3300
WWW.ONALASKAPOST336.ORG   •   Email:  LEGION3300@CHARTERINTERNET.COM

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 2 3 4 

 
Burger Night 
5:00 - 8:00 pm 

5 
 

Bar: Shuffling 
Duprees Band 
7:30 - 11:30 pm 

6 
 

D-Day 
 

Hall: Reception 
AC: Graduation 

 

7 8 
 

Executive Comm. 
Mtg. 6:00 pm 

 
Legion Meeting 

Officer Installation 
7:00 pm 

9 
 

NARVRE Meeting 
9:30 am 

10 
 

Auxiliary Mtg/
Elections 
7:00 pm 

11 
 

Burger Night 
5:00 - 8:00 pm 

12 
 

Bar: Heavy 
 Water Band 

7:00 - 11:00 pm 
 

Hall: Reception  - 
Joshua & Kathryn 

13 
 

Hall: Mortgage  
Burning Party 

2:00 - ? 
 

14 
 

Flag Day 
 

Bar Party 

15 
 

95.7 Rockstop; Hot 
Dog specials; Flag 

Sale 
11:45 am - 1:20 pm 

16 17 
 

Union Meeting 
10:00 am 

18 
 

Burger Night 
5:00 - 8:00 pm 

19 
 

Red Cross Blood 
Drive 

11:30 am - 5:30 pm 
 

Bar: Texxas Band 
7:00 - 11:00 pm 

20 
 

Hall: Reception - 
Abigail & Kyle 

21 
Father's Day 

 
S.A.L. Breakfast 
8:00 am - Noon 

 
S.A.L. Meeting 

1:00 pm 

22 
 

23 
 

Bldg. Comm. Mtg. 
6:00 pm 

 
House Comm. Mtg 

6:30 pm 
 

24 
 

Volunteer Appre-
ciation Dinner 
Drinks 5:00 pm 
Dinner 6:00 pm 

25 
 

Burger Night 
5:00 - 8:00 pm 

26 
 

Bar: Happy's Ga-
rage Band 

7:00 - 11:00 pm 

27 
 

Hall: Reception - 
Danielle & Kevin  

28 29 30     

June 2009 

TEXAS HOLD’EM
Well our season has come to a very grand closing with a 
new champion, who was  awarded a beautiful gold diamond 
ring and cash.  The winners were:

1st place -  Mike Lein
2nd place - Tom Meyer

3rd place - Mike Winters
4th place - Chris Emery 
5th place - Jim Werth 

All of these people played hard to be a winner at the 
greatest tourney in the coulee region. We will not be 
playing at the Club until August 23rd, at Community 
Days. The Pit Bosses would like to say thanks to all 
who played, and the S .A.L, and Tim Hunt for the great 
buffet they produced for the championship. 
So until September 03, 2009 try to keep your skills 
sharp and be ready for a new season of fun and 
camaraderie.

Clarence, Jerry, Les, and Terry 

Congratulations to the Legion for winning the Mayor’s 
Award at the Sunfish Days Parade on the 23rd of May.

A Big Thank You to the Legion Riders
for coming along with us. The people loved it!

The volunteer sign-up book for Legion Community Days 
will be behind the bar, right around June 1st.  Please 
stop in and sign up to give us a little help.  Thanks!
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  Rich Musolf presents
  Vern Reekers a plaque
  for his many years of
  Honor Guard Leadership

Claude Deck
receives an award 
at Honor Guard 

Banquet.

Clarence Stellner
   presents
Liz Reekers with 
roses for her many 
years of service to 
Honor Guard.

Ladies of Auxiliary receive gifts and roses.


