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THE 16 & UNDER TEAM closed out its season with a 14 win / 16 loss record.  A highlight of the season 
was a 16 strikeout performance by Brandon Heal in a 5 - 2 victory over Viroqua in a tournament at Viroqua 
June 19.  There was significant improvement through the season and, as is said..."WAIT UNTIL NEXT 
YEAR"! 
 
THE 18 & UNDER TEAM had a come from behind 8 - 8 tie against a Post 336 Alumni Team on Sunday, 
July 17.  This game was put together to fill a void prior to the AA Regional Tournament July 22 - 25 in 
Tomah. 
 
TYLER ADAMS NAMED A  LEGION ALL - STAR for the annual Wisconsin American Legion Baseball All 
- Star Game to be played August 8th at the Milwaukee Brewers' Miller Park following the Brewers' game.  
The Brewers have hosted this game since 1972.  Wisconsin is the only state where Legion All - Stars 
have the opportunity to play on a  major league field! 
 
KATHY TWETEN & JANETTE HAWKINSON came through BIG TIME as team leaders for concessions 
for 18 & under and 16 & under teams respectively.  They worked tirelessly with the fellow parents they   
assembled to handle this important function under the direction of Tina Rude.  While a significant conven-
ience to fans, concessions represent an important income source for Onalaska Legion Baseball.    
We extend our THANKS to these Moms and Dads for their help! 
 

Bob Frechette 

POST 336 BASEBALL NEWS 

16 and under Team- 
Front Row-Alex Paradise,Stephen Chestnut,Zach Hawkinson, Brock 
Rude,Logan Adams, Jake Schneider, Ben Lavoile, Austin Berberich, 
Back Row- Coach Joey Renner,Tayler Sill,Conner Helgeson, Scott 
Pollack,Aaron Tyson, Braeden Stoner,Dustin Gordon,David   
Kelbel,Dylan Peterson, Zach Dockum, Coach Charlie Alexander 

18 and under Team- 
Front Row-Brock Rude,Mason Sedlacek,Nick Dziedzic,Eric 
Burch,Jeremy Houser, Adam Rude, Cody Ducklow,Dustin Gordon, 
Bat Boy Addison Storm 
Back Row-Coach Larry Swigumm,Phillip Stuhr,Tony Tweten,Taylor 
Steele, Ethan Jerue, Tyler Adams, Tony Vieaux, Brandon Heal, 
Brian Martinson, Dylan Peterson 

POST 336 BASEBALL NEWS
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Legionnaires, Auxiliary, S.A.L., and Friends
GREETINGS TO ALL FROM THE COMMANDER:

July reminded me of the summers we had when I was a kid growing up in Juneau 
County (no, not during the civil war as some of my friends tell me). Hot, humid, but 
we could open a window and hope for a breeze.  A great summer so far and I look for 
more to come.  

And now an update on my bride.  Her disease is slowly progressing.  She is losing 
strength in her hands and arms and has difficulty with many of her daily tasks. Her 
spirits are still high and she looks forward to seeing her many friends.  She wanted me 
to thank you all for your thoughts and prayers, they are truly appreciated.

July was another busy month at the Post.  We were in the Catfish Days parade in Trempealeau in July.  We 
also have a new Bar Manager.  Stephanie West, our Assistant Bar Manager has been promoted to the Bar 
Manager position.  Stephanie, as many of you know, is a very outgoing, personable and beautiful young woman 
who is doing a commendable job.  Stop in and introduce yourself, you’ll be glad you did.  We want to welcome 
Stephanie to our Post and wish her well in her new position.

Sue Page, our longest serving bartender, is moving to Florida.  Thank you for your service Sue, and good 
luck in Florida.  We can plan our road trips to Florida now that we have a place to stay.  A going away party 
was held in her honor on July 17.  A large crowd was on hand to wish her well in her move and to thank her for 
her 14 years with Post 336.  

We have begun the initial planning to expand the Post to the east.  It will involve storage space, 
maintenance area, expanded office area and a member’s lounge.  The addition will be 30’x65’ or 1950sf.  We are 
waiting for the drawings to be approved by State.  Proposals are pending on HVAC, plumbing and electrical.  
Total package will be presented to the membership when all figures are in.    

A fund raiser “Christmas in July” is scheduled for July 24, after we go to press.  It will benefit the Salvation 
Army, the Food Basket and the Warriors Drum & Bugle Corp.     

In August we will have two parades, the Holmen Kornfest parade August 21st and our Legion Community 
Days parade August 28th.  Both parades begin at 11am. The name plates have been placed at all of our 
Memorial Trees.  Take some time and view these memorials that have been dedicated to loved ones.  

August will see another Irish Toast on August 12th.  Miss Onalaska reception and a Packer pre-season tailgate party August 14th, 
Red Cross Blood Drive August 26th and our 5th Annual Legion Community Days August 27-29.  Post 336, a great place to be.  Stop in, 
support your Post programs and enjoy.  Check the calendar, another busy month ahead.  Beginning July 5th, the Post is now “smoke  free”.  
We have begun cleaning the bar and hallway and we hope you will enjoy the smoke free atmosphere.  

Have a great August; we hope to see you at the Post. Remember to FLY THE FLAG.  God bless our troops, their families and our 
veterans.  

God Bless America.  Jim Nelson, Commander

THE STATUE OF LIBERTY, DID YOU KNOW? 
1.	 The sculptor’s name?  Bartholdi.
2.	 The country that gave us the statue as a gift?  France.
3.	 From her heel to the top of her head, how tall is the Statue of Liberty? 111’ 1”.
4.	 The Statue stands on what island?  Liberty Island.
5.	 Where was the Statue built?  Paris.       
6.	 Who is called the “father” of the Statue?  Edouard de Laboulaye.
7.	 Why?  He began raising funds to construct the Statue.
8.	 The Statue is made of what?  Copper.
9.	 The number of steps to the crown?  354.
10.	 The Statue is a symbol of what?  Liberty.
11.	 When was the Statue dedicated after completion?  October 28, 1886.
12.	 There are seven rays of the Statues diadem, what do they represent?  
	     The seven continents and the seven seas.
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Service Officers Report
~ Last Bugle ~

Correction!  In the July Newsletter,
Robert E. Grenier’s name should read

Ronald Grenier Sr.
We apologize for this error!

Vern Reekers – Service Officer



Buy one, get one free with this ad.
Limit one per customer

(19 year member of the Onalaska Legion)

2104 George Street
La Crosse, WI 54603

783-9847
Owners

Mike & Debbie Dwyer
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Everybody’s Flavor Favorite
“Official Snacks of the Onalaska Legion”
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Auxiliary
July 16-19 Delores Kenyon, Bev Mahlum, and I (Diane Ryan) made our way to Wausau for the State Legion 

Convention.  We were honored to have our National President Rita Navarrete address the convention body.  
State President Gayle Janson turned over her office to the new President Florence Wasley.  Florence’s theme 
this year is “Striving for Excellence.”  Her project for the 2010-11 year will be the “Homeless Women Veterans.”  
Our new 7th District President is Diane Weggen from Thorp Wi was sworn in on Sunday. 

One other special great at the convention was one of our girls we sent to “Badger Girls State”, Payton Stay, 
was elected to the Governor’s office.  What a great honor for Payton.  She also received a scholarship for her 
great achievement.  Payton will be coming to our meeting in August to tell us of her experiences at Girls State.

At our last meeting it was voted on to sent a “red, white, and blue Basket” for the raffle during the Conven-
tion, it was received very well.

Thank you to Mary Powers and Nikki Sterling for Co-chairing the food committee for the “Christmas in 
July” program on July 24th. Thank you to Mary Boardman for putting the memorial “Black Ribbon” on Norma 
Johnson Past Presidents picture in our club rooms.
        August Serving Committee:
Sonja Kerr: Chairman . . .  (608) 780-1789
Rose Pischke:. . . . . . . . . .         (608) 783-3567
Marie Turk: . . . . . . . . . . .          (608) 783-4593
Jean Sparks:. . . . . . . . . . .          (608) 783-7305
Sonja Carlson:. . . . . . . . .        (608) 779-4212
Remember to thank a Veteran for serving our Country to Protect America and our Freedom

Diane Ryan - President

Auxiliary:
President:

Diane Ryan  - 792-6488
1st Vice:

Bev Mahlum - 526-3719
2nd Vice: Rhonda Hoeth

Secretary:
Mary Boardman

Treasurer: Colleen Kujak
Historian:

Cynthia Bulkholtz
Sgt. at Arms:

Judy Chesebro &
La Vonne Rivers

Chaplain:
Eunice Christensen
Members at Large:

Mary Boardman &
Nancy Hurm

Parliamentarian:
Delores Kenyon

Sunshine Chairwoman:
Liz Reekers

RENEWALS - NEWSLETTER ADS ... We will be 
communicating with the current newsletter advertisers to determine if 
they wish to continue to advertise with us.  Ads are available on a one-
year basis, Jan. thru Dec. 2009.  Sizes available are a 2"x2" @ $50./year 
and a 2"x3.75" @ $80./year.  The larger ad is horizontal.  All payments 
must be made for the full year, payable in advance.  New ad space 
will open up if there are some non-renewals.  The space will be made 
available on a first-come first-served basis for new advertisers. Questions, 
comments and ad purchase should be directed to Bill Jaekel at 608-783-
3623 between the hours of 9am and 5pm.  If needed, leave a message.  
My email is wrjkl@charter.net .  All phone calls and emails will be 
returned.  Thank You, Bill Jaekel, Newsletter Editor. AUGUST 2010

National Convention
August 27 thru September 2 in Milwaukee; 

Information Forum
October 29-30 in Wisconsin Dells

–  –  –  VAVS  – –  –
What a beautiful summer to be at the Tomah VAMC, the green grass and golf course.  The geese have gotten their feathers and the 

flowers from the green house are real colorful.
Two events this summer at Tomah VAMC stand out to me about Post 336, at the annual fishing tournament; three large garbage bags 

of caps were delivered from Post 336.  State Commander Leo Endres, couldn’t believe they came just from one post.  Also, for the 4th of 
July carnival caps from the post were handed out as well as canteen books as prizes.  The state American Legion booth was first, it sure was 
nice to get a new cap right away.  Most of them wore them all day.  Thank you for helping to make these two events that much better for 
the veterans at Tomah VAMC.

There will be a car show the last part of August and a 5K and a 10K run/walk event for Operation Enduring Freedom, and Operation 
Iraqi Freedom Veterans from every era are welcome to escort or run.  I will have more at the Post on these events.

Remember not to forget the fallen, missing, or hospitalized vet.
Michael Christianson - VAVS A.L Rep.
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Legion Baseball Collecting Cans
The Baseball Committee of our Legion Post 336 
has a site in the parking lot to collect aluminum 

cans to raise money for our Legion Baseball.
All are encouraged to donate their aluminum 

cans to this most worthy cause!
AUGUST 2010

What’s Your 
Current ID 
Number?

Somewhere in this
newsletter is a member’s 

membership number.

If it’s your number
you win $10.00 -

easy way to get $10.00.

If it’s your number call:  
Ralph Amundsen:

783-7599

ONALASKAVETERANSMEMORIAL

Great Gift/Remembrance

Give A “Brick”
for a loved one or friend who has

served his or her country
  Applications
  Available at the
  Onalaska Legion A

U
G

U
ST

 2
01

0

Veterans Outreach
Hope July was great for you all!  If you are a Brewers or a  Twins fan you are 

probably “pulling you hair out”.  Be careful!  As we veterans get a little older the head 
gets a “little balder”.   

Federal & State GI Education Bill.  A couple of interesting changes to the Wisconsin and Federal GI Bills.  The State of 
Wisconsin provides a number of educational programs for state veterans that are in addition to any federal veterans’ educational 
benefits that may be available.  Eligibility varies between programs, including state residency requirements.  

The Wisconsin G. I. Bill provides a full waiver (“remission”) of tuition and fees for eligible veterans and their dependents.  
It covers up to 8 full-time semesters of 128 credits at any University of Wisconsin System (UWS) or Wisconsin Technical 
College System (WTCS) institution for continuing education, or for study at the undergraduate or graduate level.  In accordance 
with 2005 Wisconsin Act 468 signed into law by Governor Jim Doyle on Memorial Day 2006 and effective with the 2007-
08 academic year, the tuition remission is full 100% of tuition and fees.  Now maybe you are saying I was in service during the 
Vietnam period and used my Federal GI bill back then.  Well, you now can go back and get some more education under this bill.

For the Wisconsin G. I. Bill, the veteran must have been a Wisconsin resident at the time of entry onto active duty.  Veterans’ 
character of service and active duty requirements applies.  The benefit recipient must reside in Wisconsin.  For veterans there is 
no post-service time limitation on the use of the benefit.  The Wisconsin veteran may attend full-time or part-time.  The benefit 
may be used for continuing education, or for study at the undergraduate or graduate level.  This is a great Wisconsin veteran 
benefit.  If you are interested “in going back to school” contact La Crosse County Veterans Service Officer Jim Gausmann at 
(608) 785-9719.     

The U.S. Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee has proposed S. 3447; a bill aimed at improving the new Federal G. I. Bill.  If 
the bill passes the new legislation would:
	 •	 Count all Reserve and National Guard activation’s toward eligibility for education benefits
	 •	 Cover the cost of all education at any public university, including masters programs and PHD programs.
	 •	 Include coverage for vocational programs, OJT and apprenticeship training and other types of non-degree education and
		  training, in addition to a university education.
These education changes will improve the existing Federal G. I. Benefits.  Feel free to check it out.

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder.  In July, the VA officially unveiled changes in its rules on post-traumatic stress disorder 
claims, easing the standards for proof for veterans claiming to have experienced a traumatic event.  Any veteran may qualify for 
help with PTSD. This is important.  This change makes it much easier to put the necessary paperwork in process and getting 
help for PTSD.  This change by the VA will no longer require veterans to relive their nightmares in great detail and is a positive 
step forward for veterans of all generations.  Want to talk about it and get help contact the La Crosse County Veterans Service 
Office Jim Gausmann at (608) 785-9719.       

Have a great August.  Remember, with the Brewers and Twins playing so questionably we can now look at the Packers and 
Vikings (and Favre of course.)     

Thom Downer - Veterans Outreach Liaison, Onalaska Post 336

Remember

    Our

Veterans



Sloopy’s Alma Mater begins year 29 at
163 Copeland Ave., La Crosse, WI and year 40 since 1969.

Come and enjoy! – Open 7am Mon.-Sat.; Sunday 8am
Breakfast, Lunch, and much more.
Big 10 Burgers - Homemade Pizza
Broasted Chicken - Soups - Chili

A Legion Member for 36 years.

Lunch served 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. • Monday thru Friday

Specialty Meats 
& Foods

Wine Tasting: Wed. & Fri., 6-8

412 Main Street 
Holmen, WI 54636

(608) 526-3112
www.holmenmeatmarket.com

FROM THE EDITOR
Did you know you could read the 
Onalaska Legion Post 336 Newsletter 
online at:  www.onalaskapost336.org  ?
By opting out of receiving the print edition of the newsletter, you 
can save the Post money and get the information sooner!  The 
online edition of the Legion Newsletter is usually available 2-3 
days before the newsletter hits your mailbox.  Provide us with 
your e-mail address and we will notify you each month when 
the latest edition is available on our site.

❏	 I no longer wish to receive the Print edition of 
	 the Legion Newsletter.

Name:___________________________________

Member ID:_______________________________

E-mail Address:____________________________
Please Note:  If there is an Auxiliary or SAL member 
in your household, they must also opt out of the print 
version or it will continue to be mailed to your home.  
Return this filled out form to Onalaska American Legion 
Post 336, 731 Sand Lake Road, Onalaska WI 54650 or 
email the information to Bill Jaekel, wrjkl@charter.net . 

Onalaska American Legion
783-3300

WWW.ONALASKAPOST 336.0RG
731 Sand Lake Road, Onalaska, WI

AUGUST 2010

august 2010

AUGUST 2010

AUGUST 2010

a
u

g
u

st
 2

01
0

FAMILY TREASURES
ESTATE SALES

WE CONDUCT SALES YEAR ROUND!
• COMPLETE ESTATE SALES
• DOWN SIZING SALES
• MOVING SALES

CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
608-781-8211 - LINDA SOBKOWIAK

608-783-6073 - BARB DALTON A
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SAM’S BAR
2116 George St.
La Crosse, WI

(608) 781-2060
Top of the Golden Strip

“We are in the business of
helping Our Customers
Express Themselves”

310 Sand Lake Road
Onalaska - 783-2140
Same Day Delivery
Holmen • Bangor

West Salem
Onalaska • La Crosse

Flowersbyguenthers.com
Toll Free: 800-788-6434

The Food Basket is serving an
increasing number of people and 
requests donations of food and money.

Donated items can be brought to:
735 Sand Lake Rd. – Mon.-Sat., 9-11am

Checks may be sent to:
Onalaska-Holmen Food Basket

         P.O. Box 311, Onalaska, WI 54650

LAKEVIEW RESTAURANT & LOUNGE
N4135 Hwy. 35 North • Onalaska, WI 54650 • 608-781-0150

“Homemade Cooking” our Specialty
~ Restaurant Hours ~

7 days/wk - 5:30am-2:00pm  Evenings - Tues.-Fri.-Sat. @ 5:00pm
~ Lounge Hours ~

7 days/5 nights, Closed Sun. & Mon. nights
with “FREE” WINGS on Wednesday @ 2:00pm

Wheel Chair Access - Easy Bus Turnaround & Parking

Breakfast Everyday till 2:00pm with a Beautiful View of Lake Onalaska

AUGUST 2010
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 #202594790

Notes from the Bar
Summer is flying right past.  August brings our 5th Annual 
Legion Community Days - August 27th-29th.  Stop out for 
some great music, food and refreshments.
A huge thank you to everyone that joined us for our first 
Membership Day.  We had a great time.  Another Membership 
Day will be held this fall.  Dates will be announced next month.
Packer Season is coming fast - Join us Saturday, August 14th 
for the Legions first Packer Pre-Season Tailgate Party.  The 
party starts at 6pm (kick off is at 7:05).  There will be food, 
drink specials, door prizes and raffles.  Stop out for some great 
entertainment!!
The Red Cross will be holding a blood drive on Thursday, 
August 16th in our hall.  Stop out between 11am-4pm and 
support the local Red Cross.
As of August 1st, all can beer will return to its original price of 
$2.25 a can.
Support the troops - for the month of August there will be a 
box set-up in the bar, we will be collecting items to put together 
a care package for the 101st Airborne Division.  They don’t have 
access to a PX where they are located and are in need of personal 
items such as deodorant, tooth paste, tooth brushes, laundry 
detergent (powder)....etc.  Snacks, games....anything you would 
like to contribute would be greatly appreciated.  
Many dates are still available in our banquet hall.  Great 
place for weddings, Birthday parties, 103646421 reunions & 
anniversary parties.  Contact the Legion for additional details.
Just a reminder that every Friday night we have live 
entertainment.  Our grill is also open Friday nights from 
5-9 pm.  So, stop in for some great food and don’t forget to wear 
your dancing shoes!! =)

Stephanie

Coulee Trophy
114 2nd Avenue North
Onalaska, WI 54650

ONE DAY DELIVERY
ON ENGRAVING

SERVICE

AWARDS • TROPHIES • PLAQUES

Scott Guenther
Owner

AUGUST 2010 AUGUST 2010



Retired and Active Railroad Employees:
Protect your (NARVRE)

Railroad Retirement and your Jobs!

Call: Sharon Olson
at 781-4859.

Meetings are every
2nd Tuesday at 10:00 am

at the Onalaska American Legion.
AUGUST
 2010

American Legion Membership
Here we are with August already upon us.  Our 2011 

membership year drive has already begun with the mailing out 
from the National American Legion our dues notices.  Please 
mail in or drop off at the Club at your earliest convenience. 

As a reminder; we again have the “early bird” program.  
This consists of a free drink once per year with the 
presentation of your stamped membership card.  Simply 
present your card to the bartender and receive your drink. 

We already have a number of new and transferred in 
members at our Post. Please welcome and “thank you” to 
Virgil Haldorson, Doug Larson, David Merrell, and William 
Welch, Sr. 

Hope to see you at the Post and at our many activities. 

Ralph Amundsen, 1st Vice Commander

ONALASKA AMERICAN LEGION • POST 336 • 731 SAND LAKE ROAD • PHONE (608) 783-3300
WWW.ONALASKAPOST336.ORG   •   Email:  LEGION3300@CHARTERINTERNET.COM

Texas Hold’Em
# # # # ATTENTION ALL POKER PLAYERS # # # #
The next Texas Hold’Em Tourney will be held on Sunday, August 

29th at Community Days, sign in starts at 11:00 AM and play starts 
at 12:00. The first 40 that sign in will play.

The Fall Tourney will start on September 9th, chip hand out starts 
at 5:30 promptly and play will start at 7:00 PM, with the same rules 
as last season as well as same great players.

Hope to see you all at Community Days for a real great time and 
lots of fun.

Pit Boss Les and the Pit Bull Clarence

Legion Community Days
August 27-28-29
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Legion Community Days
Legion Community Days is fast approaching and included in this newsletter is the brochure. If you would like additional brochures there 

are more available at the club. As you can see we have a lot packed into our weekend and it is going to be a great time. There are all kinds 
of things to do for the entire family so come join us on the 27th through the 29th and have some fun. There have been a lot of people 
working hard all year long to put this event together, from the Legion, the Auxiliary, the Baseball Team and the S A L, and I would like to 
thank them all. 

One of the new items on the list of things to do this year a 5K run/walk. All proceeds will go to benefit the State ALS 
organization, donated in the name of Sandy Nelson Family. Come on out and take a walk for ALS Sunday morning the 29th.

The euchre tournament is looking to get 80 participants this year and we have sign up slips at the bar all month if you would 
like to sign up early. Otherwise registration starts at 11am on Saturday the 28th. Entry fee is $8.00 in advance and $10.00 the day of. All 
entry fees will be paid back. 

Don’t forget our big parade.  Get the family and friends and neighbors together and line the parade route and cheer on your favorite 
float, band or group. The parade kicks off at 11am Saturday the 28th starting at 3rd and Main and goes East on Main to Sand Lake 
Rd. then North to Quincy.  After the parade there will be great food available at the food court in the Activity Center and then on stage 
beginning at 1pm we have The Coulee Region Steel Drum Band playing for your pleasure. 

Read over the brochure and pick out the things that interest you. Mark your calendar and come on over and enjoy a great weekend with 
family and friends. Flashback will be playing for the Onalaska Fireman’s Ball on Saturday night, and I know you don’t want to miss that. 
See you on the grounds. 

Mike Fries – Finance Officer

Convention News
The American Legion 92nd convention held in Wausau is now history.  The new Department officers are, Commander Robert Batty, 

Vice Commanders, and Denise Rohan, Carl Johnson, Mike Wagoner and Joe Story. Sergeant at Arms, Mike Zapka and Paul Opland.
The Honor Guard, consisting of John Engstad, Eunice Christensen, Rich Hoeth, Dennis Waller, Julie Malin, Lil Smith, Rhonda Hoeth 

and Willard Christensen presented colors at the Onalaska 4th of July fireworks on the 28th of June. This was the 20th year in a row that 
the Honor Color Guard has presented color for the fireworks. Thanks to all the past members who have help in doing this and to the 
present members who are still active. 

Willard “Chris” Christensen


