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The
Community

expresses their
appreciation 

for the facility 
work recently

completed
for the

Food Basket.



Coulee Trophy
114 2nd Avenue North
Onalaska, WI 54650

ONE DAY DELIVERY
ON ENGRAVING

SERVICE

AWARDS • TROPHIES • PLAQUES

Scott Guenther
Owner
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ONALASKAVETERANSMEMORIAL

Great Gift/Remembrance

Give A “Brick”
for a loved on or friend who has

served his or her country
  Applications
  Available at the
  Onalaska Legion JA
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Legionnaires, Auxiliary, S.A.L., and Friends
GREETINGS TO ALL FROM THE COMMANDER:

We have completed Christmas and will go to press before the New 
Year arrives.  I hope that your Christmas was everything you had hoped 
for.  Now to add a ray of sunshine to your day; the New Year will see many 
resolutions, some old, some new and many will disappear by Valentines 
Day.  The New Year always adds to the suspense of reminding us just how 
much we spend on Christmas; the bills are always on time.

A little news about my bride.  We now have a computer system called 
a Dynavox that gives a verbal response when programmed.  Sandy can 
type her thoughts and they will allow her to communicate verbally.  The 
voice on the computer however is very annoying.  It appears to be someone with a bad accent and 
mispronounces many words.  Sandy also uses a “white board” which she writes on.  I know I’m 
in trouble when she turns the volume up on the Dynavox and I am reprimanded by the person 
with the bad accent and mispronounced words.  When she writes, I know it’s “time-out-time” for 
me when she underlines and capitalizes all her words.  I am learning to read & listen much more 
effectively.  After all these years, she is still trying to train me, bless her heart.  

As the New Year begins, a look back at 2009 will provide us with many great memories.  
However, looking forward is how we can best serve our members, friends and guests. Obviously 
our goal for 2010 is to ensure Post 336 continues to provide the support and services expected.  As 
always, your concerns are important to me.  Some may not be acted upon, some may, but all will be 
considered.   

Many of our friends and members have migrated south for the winter.  We wish them well and 
look forward to their return. Stay safe, stay warm, come on out to the Post for some relaxation when 
you can.  We look forward to seeing you.  Have a great January.

A quote to remember.  “Victory belongs to those who believe in it the most and believe in it the longest.  We’re gonna 
believe.  We’re gonna make America believe too.”  Lt Col Jimmy Doolittle.  

Freedom, like Victory, is not guaranteed.  Freedom must be continually protected as it can be eroded internally as well as 
externally if we do not remain vigilant.  It must not be taken for granted.        

Remember to fly the flag.  God Bless our troops, their families and our veterans.  God Bless America.

Jim Nelson, Commander
 

Officers:
Commander:

Jim Nelson - 783-1715
1st Vice:

Ralph Amundsen
2nd Vice:

Rich Hoeth
3rd Vice:

Clarence Stellner 
Adjutant:

Willard Christenson
Finance Officer:

Mike Fries
Judge Advocate:

Todd Bjerke
Chaplain:

Claude Deck
Service Officer:

Vern Reekers - 783-3913
Historian:
Bill Jaekel

Sgt. at Arms
Willie Fernholz

Editor:
BILL JAEKEL
608-783-3623

wrjkl@charter.net



Buy one, get one free with this ad.
Limit one per customer

(19 year member of the Onalaska Legion)

2104 George Street
La Crosse, WI 54603

783-9847
Owners

Mike & Debbie Dwyer
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Legion Baseball Collecting Cans
The Baseball Committee of our Legion Post 336 
has a site in the parking lot to collect aluminum 

cans to raise money for our Legion Baseball.
All are encouraged to donate their aluminum 

cans to this most worthy cause!
JANUARY 2010

Everybody’s Flavor Favorite
“Official Snacks of the Onalaska Legion”
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2010 Terry Eggen 
Memorial Scholarship 

The Terry Eggen Memorial Scholarship began in 2002 
to honor the Memory of Terry Eggen, Onalaska Legion 
Post Commander in '80,'81, and '82. A Vietnam vet, 
Terry was a long-term member of the Onalaska 
American Legion Post #336 and donated a great deal 
of time and labor in his strong support of Youth Pro-
grams, at the Legion level. 
 AMOUNT: $750.00 check made out to the 
College to which the student is enrolled. 
 SCHOOLS: Must be enrolled as a full-time 
student in a 2 or 4 year College. 
 REQUIREMENTS: Must write a 500 word, or 
less, paper on "Americanism". Must be a Legion Mem-
ber of Post 336 or, Spouse, Child/Step Child, or Grand-
child of an active member of Post 336. (If not a mem-
ber, submit the name of the active member and rela-
tionship.) MUST BE RECEIVED by the COMMITTEE 
NO LATER THAN APRIL 30, 2010. 
 SELECTION: Will be decided by the "Terry 
Eggen Memorial Scholarship Committee". 
 CONTACT PERSON: 2nd Vice Commander, 
Rich Hoeth, Struck-Klandrud Post No. 336, American 
Legion, 731 Sand Lake Road, P.O. Box 326, Ona-
laska, WI 54650  

S.A.L.:
Commander:

Todd “Doc” Hagel
• 1st Vice: Bob Weber
• 2nd Vice: Ray Kline

• Finance Officer:
• Chaplain:  

• Sgt. at Arms:
• Historian:        

S.A.L. Advisor:
Clarence Stellner

Ad Size 2 X 3.75 
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What’s Your Current ID Number?
Somewhere in this newsletter is a
member’s membership number.

If it’s your number you win $10.00 
- easy way to get $10.00.

If it’s your number call: 
Ralph Amundsen: 783-7599

S.A.L.
Hello all, I hope everyone had a wonderful and safe holiday. Our SAL breakfast will resume 

this month.  I apologize for December; we had a booking issue in the Hall. The January breakfast 
will be on Sunday the 10th of January. from 8:00 am till noon. Adults $6.00 and kids 12 and 
under $4.00. Children 4 and under free. SAL meeting, 12:30. As of right now we have 24 paid 
memberships, 6 new members and 4 transfers to 336. That’s about 40 %. 

I would like to see 100 %, so just a reminder, dues are due and can be dropped off or sent to 
the post. They are $12.00. I would also like to see more SAL members involved. If you would like 
to help you can contact myself or leave a note in my mailbox at the Post. Just remember, without 
volunteers and the men and women that fought and are fighting for us now, we would not have 
the freedoms we enjoy today.” God Bless America”

S.A.L. Commander,
 Todd (Doc) Hagel



Remember

    Our

Veterans
Veterans Outreach

This week I am going to review the Wisconsin educational benefits veterans may be eligible for.  If 
you are looking at a career change, beginning a career or just learning something new you may have veteran benefits that can 
help.  The wide range of education benefits include the Federal G.I. Bill, the Wisconsin G.I. Bill, the Wisconsin Veterans Education 
(VetEd) Grant, or the Wisconsin National Guard Tuition Grant or Tuition Assistance from a Reserve component.  If eligible for tuition 
assistance from the National Guard or Reserves, you are not eligible for WDVA’s VetEd Grant, but may still be eligible for the 
federal and Wisconsin G. I. Bills.

The Wisconsin G.I. Bill.  This program tuition remission program provides a waiver of tuition and fees at University of Wisconsin 
System and Wisconsin Technical College System Schools.  Eligible veterans and certain dependents may receive the greater of 8 
full-time semesters or 128 credits for technical, undergraduate, professional or graduate study.

Who is eligible for the Wisconsin G.I. Bill?  Veteran must have been a resident of Wisconsin at the time of entry into Active Duty 
military service or in the U.S. Armed Forces or forces incorporated in the U.S. Armed Forces.  The military service must have been 
under honorable conditions, and must have included at least one of the following:

90 or more days active duty service during a statutorily designated wartime period.•	
Two years active duty service during peacetime •	
Active duty service that includes the award of the Expeditionary Medal or a qualifying campaign service medal•	
The period of service was ended due to a service-connected disability, hardship or a reduction in forces.•	

Is a dependent eligibility for the Wisconsin G. I. Bill?  A qualifying Wisconsin veteran’s spouse, unremarried surviving spouse, 
and children are eligible for the remission when any of the following qualifying events occur:

The veteran is killed in action.•	
The veteran dies in the line of duty while on active, Reserve or National Guard service.•	
The veteran’s death after military service is determined by the federal VA to be the direct result of a service-•	
connected condition.
The veteran is awarded a federal VA service-connect disability combined rating of at least 30 percent.•	

The veteran’s spouse can receive the remission for full-time or part-time study during the ten years following such an event; 
the veteran’s children are eligible for the remission for full-time or part-time study beginning at age 17 and prior to age 26.  An 
unremarried surviving spouse has an additional 10-year use period commencing with the youngest child reaching (for would 
have reached) age 18.

Potential applicants for Wisconsin and Federal VA educational benefits are encouraged to contact the La Crosse Veterans Service 
Officer, Jim Gausmann, for assistance at (608) 785-9719.

If you want to discuss these benefits or any other Wisconsin or Federal Benefits I will be available at the Onalaska Post 
336 Clubhouse on Saturday, January 16, 2010, from noon until 3:00 PM.

Thom Downer - Veterans Outreach Liaison

Legion Community Days 
The Legion Community Days Committee and the Activities Chairmen have been working on the 2010 version of Legion 

Community Days. As many of you know the Onalaska Sunfish Days event has bit the dust and we will look to fill any void there 
may be for the people in our community and surrounding area. We will not leave the folks without a festive in Onalaska. We have a 
lot of things going on this year and we are hoping we can put them all in place for the weekend of August 27 - 29. 

The Fire Department has joined with us and will hold their Fireman’s Ball on Saturday night the 28th when the Flashback Band 
will be onstage. They will still have their auction items and will be selling tickets on all those great items in the beer tent that night. 
We will be increasing the number of units and hopefully more bands for our parade on Saturday morning as the committee is 
already working on that. There will be a larger softball tournament which may include a women’s round robin section. Volleyball will 
again be on the docket. And we are hoping to have a bean bag toss tournament in addition to all of that. 

We will be doing some things with the Freedom Flight this year as well so stay tuned for that. We are also working with 
Operation Homefront with doing something for the returning members of the 32nd. Brigade. The 7th district Legion Riders will be 
having a motorcycle run on Saturday ending up on the grounds as well. And our old standbys, Texas Hold’Em, Euchre and Bingo 
will be available all weekend. 

It is looking like a busy weekend so mark it on your calendar now so as not to miss out on all the fun. Lot of good music food 
and fun. Legion Community Days, August 27 - 29, 2010. 

Mike Fries, Finance Officer 



Sloopy’s Alma Mater begins year 29 at
163 Copeland Ave., La Crosse, WI and year 40 since 1969.

Come and enjoy! – Open 7am Mon.-Sat.; Sunday 8am
Breakfast, Lunch, and much more.
Big 10 Burgers - Homemade Pizza
Broasted Chicken - Soups - Chili

A Legion Member for 36 years.

 Food - Fun - Friends
 Veterans and the Public Welcome

 New & Transfer Members Invited

 Food Events & Entertainment on Selected Evenings

 Home of the “Legion Community Days” August 25-27

 Bar opens 11 a.m. daily

 Lunch served 11 a.m.-1 p.m. • Tues., Wed., Thurs.

 Facilities & Catering for Weddings, 
 Anniversaries, Special Events, Etc.

 Onalaska American
 Legion

 783-3300
 731  S and  L ake  R oad,  O nalaska,  W i

Lunch served 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. • Monday thru Friday

Specialty Meats 
& Foods

Wine Tasting: Wed. & Fri., 6-8

412 Main Street 
Holmen, WI 54636

(608) 526-3112
www.holmenmeatmarket.com

FROM THE EDITOR
Did you know you could read the 
Onalaska Legion Post 336 Newsletter 
online at:  www.onalaskapost336.org  ?
By opting out of receiving the print edition of the newsletter, 
you can save the Post money and get the information sooner!  
The online edition of the Legion Newsletter is usually available 
2-3 days before the newsletter hits your mailbox.  Provide us 
with your e-mail address and we will notify you each month 
when the latest edition is available on our site.

	 I no longer wish to receive the Print edition of 
	 the Legion Newsletter.

Name:_ __________________________________

Member ID:_______________________________

E-mail Address:____________________________
Please Note:  If there is an Auxiliary or SAL member 
in your household, they must also opt out of the print 
version or it will continue to be mailed to your home.  
Return this filled out form to Onalaska American Legion 
Post 336, 731 Sand Lake Road, Onalaska WI 54650 or 
email the information to Bill Jaekel, wrjkl@charter.net . 

Onalaska American Legion
783-3300

WWW.ONALASKAPOST 336.0RG
731 Sand Lake Road, Onalaska, WI
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FAMILY TREASURES
ESTATE SALES

WE CONDUCT SALES YEAR ROUND!
• COMPLETE ESTATE SALES
• DOWN SIZING SALES
• MOVING SALES

CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
608-781-8211 - LINDA SOBKOWIAK

608-783-6073 - BARB DALTON JA
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JANUARY 2010

     La Crosse County Aging Unit 
 
Do you have some spare time?  Would you 
like to feel good about helping the great  
community of Onalaska?   
 
We are looking for people to deliver meals to 
homebound seniors and to help out at the 

Onalaska Senior Dining Center.  
 Who knows you may see your neighbor there? 
Please contact La Crosse County Aging Unit @ 785-6137. 

Ad Size 2 X 3.75 
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SAM’S BAR
2116 George St.
La Crosse, WI

(608) 781-2060
Top of the Golden Strip

“We are in the business of
helping Our Customers
Express Themselves”
310 Sand Lake Road
Onalaska - 783-2140
205 S. Holmen Drive
Holmen - 526-1168
Same Day Delivery

Trempealeau • Galesville
Arcadia • Holmen

Bangor • West Salem
Onalaska • La Crosse

Flowersbyguenthers.com
Toll Free: 800-788-6434

The Food Basket is serving an
increasing number of people and 
requests donations of food and money.

Donated items can be brought to:
735 Sand Lake Rd. – Mon.-Sat., 9-11am

Checks may be sent to:
Onalaska-Holmen Food Basket

         P.O. Box 311, Onalaska, WI 54650

RENEWALS - NEWSLETTER ADS ... We will be 
communicating with the current newsletter advertisers to 
determine if they wish to continue to advertise with us.  Ads 
are available on a one-year basis, Jan. thru Dec. 2009.  Sizes 
available are a 2"x2" @ $50./year and a 2"x3.75" @ $80./year.  
The larger ad is horizontal.  All payments must be made for 
the full year, payable in advance.  New ad space will open 
up if there are some non-renewals. 103635107 The space will 
be made available on a first-come first-served basis for new 
advertisers. Questions, comments and ad purchase should 
be directed to Bill Jaekel at 608-783-3623 between the hours 
of 9am and 5pm.  If needed, leave a message.  My email 
is wrjkl@charter.net .  All phone calls and emails will be 
returned.  Thank You, Bill Jaekel, Newsletter Editor.

LAKEVIEW RESTAURANT & LOUNGE
N4135 Hwy. 35 North • Onalaska, WI 54650 • 608-781-0150

“Homemade Cooking” our Specialty
~ Restaurant Hours ~

7 days/wk - 5:30am-2:00pm  Evenings - Tues.-Fri.-Sat. @ 5:00pm
~ Lounge Hours ~

7 days/5 nights, Closed Sun. & Mon. nights
with “FREE” WINGS on Wednesday @ 2:00pm

Wheel Chair Access - Easy Bus Turnaround & Parking

Breakfast Everyday till 2:00pm with a Beautiful View of Lake Onalaska
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American Legion Membership
Alright it’s just about 2010!  Time to finally renew 

that membership. Yes, we always have a lag time from 
Thanksgiving through New Years, and this year has been 
no exception. 

We are actually on par with the normal membership 
totals to date. We still need those last 15% or so to send 
in or drop off their renewals for the 2010 membership 
year.  If not renewed, please do so soon. 

Let’s extend our Post 336 “thank you” and welcome 
to new and transferred in members who include:  Kert 
Hanson, Robert Monroe,and Joseph Sande.  Hope to 
meet you all at one of our Post events. 

Lest we forget, Happy New Year. 

Ralph Amundsen,
1st Vice commander

                
      Accounting                  Tax             Bookeeping Service 
            Individuals                     Partnerships                         Corporations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
           1024 Main St., Onalaska, WI  54650                      Phone: (608) 783-0440 
                                   Fax:     (608) 783-0472 
 
           16741 S. Main, Galesville, WI  54630                     Phone: (608) 582-2620   

Ad Size 2 X 3.75 
 
This ad replaces the Neale A. Horman & Associates ad 

Service Officers Report
- Last Bugle –
Scott Opland

Vern Reekers – Service Officer



Retired and Active Railroad Employees:
Protect your (NARVRE)

Railroad Retirement and your Jobs!

Call: Sharon Olson
at 781-4859.

Meetings are every
2nd Tuesday at 10:00 am

at the Onalaska American Legion.

JANUARY
 2010

ONALASKA AMERICAN LEGION • POST 336 • 731 SAND LAKE ROAD • PHONE (608) 783-3300
WWW.ONALASKAPOST336.ORG   •   Email:  LEGION3300@CHARTERINTERNET.COM

TEXAS HOLD’EM
It has been a very interesting Texas Hold-Em season; we had 13 winners in the 14 week 

tourney, one double winner. The double winner was Troy “Slippery” West.
We drew 3 from our qualifiers and the winner of this year’s Fall Tourney was none other than 

a player who has been playing since we started. The 1st place went to  Ed Pisarik ;   2nd place 
Darrell Hanson;    3rd place Chris Lee;     4th place Bob Sullivan;   5th place Jim Kowal.   Ed took 

home a beautiful gold ring and $$$$$.
  Again thanks to the S.A.L. for the great food served and to Old Dutch and Chicago Beef Ect for their great contribution 

of food and snacks, and To Budweiser  S&S Distributors for their generosity to the players
.Til February 11, 2010 when we start again keep healthy happy and be ready for more fun.

Jerry, Les, Terry and the Bull Dog

JANUARY 2010
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Struck-Klandrud Post No. 336
American Legion

731 Sand Lake Road • P.O. Box 326
Onalaska, Wisconsin 54650

Phone (608) 783-3300

Auxiliary:
President:

Diane Ryan  - 792-6488
1st Vice:

Bev Mahlum - 526-
3719

2nd Vice:
Rhonda Hoeth

Secretary:
Mary Boardman

Treasurer:
Colleen Kujak

Historian:
Cindy Buckholtz

Sgt. at Arms:
Judy Chesebro &
La Vonne Rivers

Chaplain:
Eunice Christensen
Members at Large:

Mary Boardman &
Nancy Hurm

Parliamentarian:
Delores Kenyon

Sunshine Chairwoman:
Liz Reekers

Auxiliary - January 2010
HAPPY NEW YEARS TO OUR LEGION FAMILIES FROM YOUR AUXILIARY 

OFFICERS! 
I hope that each and every one of you had a wonderful holiday. I sure did. Seeing the 

grandchildren tear into the presents and seeing their faces with all that joy makes me count my 
many blessing. I thank God everyday for my 3 children, my brother and sister their families, and 
the entire wonderful friend that I have. What more could a person ask for.

I would like to thank Wilma and her group for a great Auxiliary Christmas Party. All that 
attend had a great meal prepared by Tonya and her ‘LITTLE HELPER’ from the Legion.

As 2009 came to an end we lost one of our Past Presidents, Norma [Rod] Johnson. Our prayers 
go out to Rod and family. I have many wonderful memories of Norma as I spent allot of time at 
their home with Norma and Rod’s daughter Linda. I am sure that you also have great memories as 
Norma was a member for over 40 years here at Post 336.

If anyone is interested in having a membership drive please let me know at our next meeting as 
I would like to help Bev Mahlun reach her goal of 100%. Please pay your dues soon and we will 
not have to have that membership drive.

The Community Days Vendors Meeting was moved to Jan. 13th at 6:00. If there are any 
questions contact Judy Nimmo, chairman or Mary Boardman 2nd chair.

The January serving committee is:   Trudy Lee 783-2773, Marlene Emery 783-3711, Marion 
Engstad 783-6754 and Lil Smith 781-5930

Stay warm and remember our veterans in our prayer.
Diane Ryan, President


